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Abstract

These economic and social devastating hardships have increasingly heightened
the vacuum of psychological problems for the Palestinian people who live in
Qualgylia, and/or in the surrounding villages.

Therefore, a study was conducted by the PCC Clinical Department to investigate
and assess the rel ationship between the exposure of the Isragli Apartheid Wall and
the emergence of psychological stress and symptoms traditionally associated with
living under de-ruralized poverty stricken environment. By conducting this study,
we hopeto provethat the Apartheid wall will only increase psychol ogical symptoms.
To test out this hypothesis the PCC designed a quantative and qualatative study
with three experimenta groups (give names of Villages) around the city of Quldgiliya,
that are effected by the Wall economically and socially, and one control group
(givenameof city) that isnot effected, socially, and economically by theApartheid
Wall. The questionairre designed has 7 psychological scalesthat we felt are useful
intesting and validating our hypothesis. They are: the Depression Scale, the Anxiety
Scale, the Trauma Scale, the Behavior Scale, the Conflict Scale and the Political
Scale. The palitical scale was devel oped as away to rule out, whether the political
environment isthe main psychol ogical stressor versusthe building of theApartheid
Wall. The political scale also was designed to do an analysis comparison on the
psychological stressors of the experimental groupsversusthe control group. There
were 40 families, a sample of 150 people, that were part of the experimental pilot
study and 15 households, 50 people from the contol group.

The PCC's goal in conducting this study will be two-fold: @) to show the global
communities that Israglis Racist Wall and confiscation of land does not increase
safety, but only increases psychological problems and desparity among the
Palestinian population; and b) to help develop appropriate mental health
interventions in the surrounding village areas of Qulqiliya. This will hopefully
help decrease the negative psychological symptoms, which is manifested from
living under economic and socia vacuum of the Apartheid Wall.
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The Psychological Implications of the Israeli Wall on Palestinians in the Qalgilia District

Abstract

The Apartheid wall around Qualqyliaisthe first of Palestinian communitiesto be
hermetically sealed by Israel’s Apartheid Wall, which happens to seige the city
three kilometers. TheApartheid Wall has consficated and i solated 937.5 acres (3,750
dunums) of the surrounding land around Qualqylia, while destroying another 550
acres (2,200 dunums) of West Bank land. Almost half of the West Bank’s Fresh
Water resources comes from the Western Aquifer which rests under Qualqyliaand
it'ssurrounding villages. Asaresult of theApartheid Wall, arab villages surrounding
the Wall will loose at least 15 groundwater wells used for producing agricultural
products., which accountsfor over 50 percent of the villagesincome. The continual
confiscation of Qualqylia village land created a vacuum of economic and social
problems for the Palestinian people. The lost of business commercial area and
limited inability to travel outside their village for employment, Palestinian people
have become more soley dependent on their farm land for economic employment.
Unfortunately Israeli increasingly isconsficating to build settlements on thesefarm
lands. Furthermore, statitistics show that the average Palestinian family in the
surrounding villages' incomeis 60 US dollars/monthly, with 5-7 family members
per household.

Dueto the 50,000 Jewish immmigrants and the building of settlements surrounding
the Qualgyliavillages, Israelis have a so built el ectric fenses (barriers) seperating
the connecting villages. Thelsragli army checkpoints barriers which surround the
connecting villages have prevented teachers, and students from attending and
completing their academic school year. In the last academic school year, over 45
days of school for al ages, were completely lost dueto closures. Thisis mainly a
result from the Isragli military refusing both teachers and students entry at the
checkpoints for “so called security reasons’.
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